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COVID-19 cases are
on the decline,
worldwide.

Is the COVID-19 Pandemic over?

How can journalists counter the growing
complacency about the COVID-19 pandemic?
Here are some myths and facts that can help
cut through the rumour that the COVID-19
pandemic is behind us. 

So, is COVID-19 over? No, it’s most

certainly not over... It’s not over

anywhere until it’s over everywhere. 

Tedros Adhano Ghebreyesus 

Reported cases are increasing in
almost 70 countries in all regions,
despite a steep drop in testing rates. 

Director General, World Health Organization
at the 75th World Health Assembly, May 2022.

MYTH FACT

The spread of
SARS CoV-2 is
under control in
many countries
and worldwide,
infections are less
likely to occur. 

The rise in transmission even in a few
countries means more deaths and more risk of
a new variant emerging. Viral evolution is
going undetected because of the decline in
testing and genome sequencing. Countries
are making themselves vulnerable to the
possibility of serious public health impacts
from new variants.
 

MYTH FACT

Newer variants of
SARS CoV- 2 will
be progressively
milder because
that’s how viral
evolution works. 

Two years into the pandemic, the impact of
the many variants of SARS CoV-2 has swung
back and forth across severe illness and death
to moderate, mild or asymptomatic infections.
It is impossible to predict how long the
pandemic will last or how the virus will evolve.  

MYTH FACT
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There is a
global decline
in reported
COVID-19
deaths.  

Is the COVID-19 Pandemic over?

www.internews.org 

Tedros Adhano Ghebreyesus 

COVID-19 deaths were underreported in the past and
continue to go underreported in most countries. The
reported deaths are rising in Africa where vaccination
rates are the lowest. There are too few test kits available
to properly serve lower income countries. The drugs to
treat COVID-19 that have been developed so far are only
available in certain countries. 

Director General, World Health Organization
at the 75th World Health Assembly, May 2022.

MYTH FACT

With 60% of the world’s
population vaccinated
against COVID-19,
population immunity is
close to being achieved.  

Almost one billion people in lower-income
countries remain unvaccinated in mid
2022. Only 57 countries have vaccinated
70% of their population – almost all of
them are high-income countries.  

MYTH FACT

The pandemic has
burned itself out and it
is predicted that serious
waves of infections are
unlikely in future. 

SARS-CoV-2, in the words of Dr.
Ghebreyesus, “has surprised us at every
turn – a storm that has torn through
communities again and again, and we still
can’t predict its path, or its intensity”

MYTH FACT

Most people know
the facts about
vaccines and
vaccination efforts
are hugely successful.

In many countries and communities,
immunization remains low. The reasons for this
range from misinformation about vaccines to
the lack of political commitment, to
infrastructure hurdles that need to be overcome
to ensure vaccines get into people’s arms. 

MYTH FACT

For more information that corrects some of the misperceptions about the current state of the
COVID-19 pandemic, watch this Media Dialogue It's not over - COVID-19 in East and Southern Africa

held on 25th May 2022. In the dialogue, eminent epidemiologist and infectious disease specialist
Prof. Salim Abdool Karim outlines how (and why) journalists should keep the COVID-19 story on the
news agenda. He proposed story angles around the various COVID-19 symptoms, estimated excess
deaths, long COVID, illness burden, the social and political impacts of the pandemic, the individual

and community benefits of vaccines and the notion of “living smartly with the virus”. 

https://youtu.be/8lNUaT978GY

